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A Message in a Bottle
The "holiday season" in America runs from the end of 
November (Thanksgiving) to New Year's Day. It is the 
season of advertising against drunk driving. 
The following advertisement ran on radio during the 
broadcast of the Michigan high school football 
championships last week. Who was the audience? 
Males not old enough to drink legally. Seven of the 16 
teams in the state playoffs represented Christian 
schools. Here is what was broadcast...

Hi this is Joe Perry. 
And Steven Tyler of Aerosmith for RAD. You know, 
it's okay to rock ‘n roll and party down. Just don’t 
get in that 2,000 pound bullet when you’re done 
and cocked. And please don’t drink and drive.
A reminder that friends don’t let friends drive drunk.  

Let's put that in ordinary English: 
It's morally OK to get totally drunk and engage in 
high risk behavior.  Just don't get in your car when 
you are intoxicated or high. And please don't drink 
when you drive. 

The advertisement was a public service message 
sponsored by the Ad Council, the US Department of 
Transportation, and the National Association of 
Broadcasters. 
The message is morally post-modern. The "sin" 
now is simply driving while drunk, not being 
drunk. Being drunk,wasted, and totally messed 
up is not a problem. Indeed, it is assumed to 
be fine. "It's OK to get done and cocked."
What is missing from the message? That 
drunkenness itself is wrong. Drunkenness 
leads to the inability to act responsibly for the 
sake of others. The law of love requires more 
than that we just "do no harm," it requires us 
to maintain our ability to do good to others. 
The law of love also involves ourselves. Loss of 
self-control is a loss of freedom. When drunk 

we are not just 
"under the 
influence" but have 
given away self-
control. This is 
especially true if 
"getting wasted" is 
a person's 
intention. It is more 
than bad judgment 
to choose for bad 
judgement. It is 
what the Book of 
Proverbs labels 
being a fool. 

"How long, O simple ones, will you love being  
simple?" (Pr. 1:22). 

Drunkenness is also 
an offense against 
God. It deforms the 
image of God in us. 
Our ability to be 
self-aware and to 
reason is part of our 
likeness to God. 
Intoxication involves 
marring the image 
of God in us.
Youth deserve the 
full explanation. We 
need to give it. The 
Ad Council won't.

newsletter

Vocabulary
Rock 'n roll: in today's culture it mainly 
means to engage in high risk behavior of just 
about any sort. 

Party down: extreme partying that includes 
lots of liquor, drugs, and open bedrooms. 

Done: drunk, high, wasted.

Cocked: drunk, really messed up.

~The Urban Dictionary



The Smart Phone Revolution
In 2002 nearly 100 billion pictures were taken 
worldwide, most of them on film. It is estimated 
that in 2012 some 400 billion pictures will be 
snapped, most of them by smart phone. Nearly 170 
million smart phones were sold just in the third 
quarter of 2012. That means one in ten people will 
get a new smart phone this year. (Already there are 
six billion mobile subscriptions for the seven billion 
people on earth.) Soon we may all own a smart 
phone, but will the smart phone own us?
It is the key device for the majority of teens: their 
phone, text messager, browser, video console, TV, 

computer, notebook, and music player. In the words of one teen, "I'd rather give up a kidney than my phone." It 
is the possession teens most fear to lose: 77% of teens get uncomfortable when away from their phones for 
more than a few minutes. Technology is shaping not just our culture, but us as individuals – how we think and feel. 

Yes, You Can Help!
Each year Kairos is reaching more 
youth. We need your financial 
support even to continue what we 
are doing.

Please consider sending a check to 
Kairos at 14171/2  Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, Michigan 48912, or donate 
online at our website: 
http://www.kairos-na.org/Donate.

Also, Christmas is coming! If you 
need a gift for a Christian friend or 
relative, consider giving them 
iPray. http://www.kairos-
na.org/Pricing_&_Purchase 

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010
0

50
100
150
200
250
300
350
400

Photographs Taken Per Year

(in billions)

1997: the first 
camera phone 

2003: camera 
phones outsold 
normal cameras

Mission Trips 
On November 17, 2012 Mike 
Kramer, the Kairos Mission 
Trips program director, 
received the Supporter of the 
Year Award from Habitat for 
Humanity in South Dakota. 

In his press release James 
Huntley, the executive director 
of Dacotah Tipis, the group that 
nominated Mike, noted that 
Mike "leveraged nearly 1,000 
volunteer hours, and $2,300.00 

in volunteer donations for 
Habitat for Humanity," but 
more importantly his teams had 
"an incredible impact on the 
community."

"Where did you get these 
guys?" Huntley asked. "The 
work they do is so good, I 
couldn't hire someone and 
expect the same result." 

Mike was told the Kairos teams 
revolutionized the way Dacotah 
Tipis look at youth work. Most 

teams just build houses for the 
needy and don't interact much 
with people beyond the work 
site. The Kairos youth were 
there to serve the people, not 
just the project. People noticed 
the difference. It's simply how 
Christ loves us. 

Application forms and infor-
mation on the upcoming 2013 
Kairos Mission Trips are avail-
able at the Kairos website:         
kairos-na.org/Mission_Trips.
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