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Dueling Divas
Diva (Latin):  a goddess, the 
feminine of divus: divine (one).
Greek gods and goddesses were 
known to be competitive and 
fickle. They fought with each 
other and their spouses. Cronus, 
like many, feared his children. (So 
he swallowed them.) 
Things haven't changed. A battle 
erupted recently among the 
divas of pop. 

Katy Perry’s new single ‘Roar’ 
was scheduled to be released on 
August 12 but was leaked a day 
early. Unfortunately for her, Lady 
Gaga also had a new single 
leaked at the same time. Her 
song, Applause, wasn't scheduled 

for release for another week, but 
Lady Gaga declared a pop music 
emergency, whatever that is, and 
the two songs appeared for 
download within hours of each 
other. 

Multiple web sites and news 
agencies forecast a battle 
between the two pop heavy-
weights. So Lady Gaga had to 
tweet a few days later urging her 
little monsters (her name for her 
fans) not to make this a battle 
between her and Perry. Alas, 
both songs shot straight to the 
top ten on the US charts.
But that was mid-August. There 
was another battle coming soon.

Somehow the media missed the 
fact that Miley Cyrus had the 
number two song on the 
Billboard 100 chart and that she 
wasn't about to simply roll over 
and let Katy Perry or Lady Gaga 
unseat her from her current reign 
on Mt. Olympus. Miley wanted 
the duel to become a truel, and 
she had a way to do something 
about it: the MTV Video Music 

Truel: a duel among three 
opponents, in which players can 
fire at one another in an 
attempt to eliminate them while  
surviving themselves.

~ Wikipedia

Awards show on August 25th. 
Lady Gaga was expected to own 
the show with her standard 
shock tactics, but she was utterly 
out-amped by Ms. Cyrus. 
The twitter universe lit up with 
300,000 tweets per minute in 
response to the 20-year-old's 
twerking performance. 

Twerk: a sexually provocative 
dance done while standing (in a 
squatting position) hands on 
thighs; then moving the Glutei 
Maximi up and down and 
making them jiggle.

The pop goddesses are at war. 
Someone is going to get hurt – 
most likely the young girls who 
idolize them, and the boys and 
men before whom the girls twerk. 
But that was last week.

newsletter

On August 24th  
Roar was #2 in the Billboard Top 100 

Applause was # 6.

Roar had 25.1 million YouTube Views. 
Applause had 33.5 million

Roar was the number one download on 
iTunes. Applause was number three.

Among Twitter followers Katy Perry had 
41.3 million. Lady Gaga had 41.2 million

Katy Perry had 441 million Google hits

Lady Gaga had 626 million.

Miley Cyrus had 1.5 billion.
God had 1.2 billion

Ms. Perry's "Roar" album cover

Miley  Cyrus  on  MTV's  VMAs



This Week...
The twerking media avalanche 
continued as people praised, or 
condemned, or dismissed the 
virtual lap dance done by Ms. 
Cyrus but, in the process used the 
word "twerk" a lot. (Cyrus was a 
children's show star on the Disney 
Channel until 2011. The show, 
Hannah Montana, was aimed at 7- 
14-year-olds, and ran until 2011.) 
Then, on August 27th , the word 
twerk was added to the Oxford 
Online Dictionary with a slightly 
inaccurate definition. Twerking is a 
hip-hop dance that simply 
modernizes the bump and grind by 
combining it with booty shaking, 
lap dancing, and grinding. No 
matter how it is defined, it is 
inappropriate dancing.
But Miley wasn't done yet. She and 
fellow children's idol Justin Bieber 
collaborated with the breakout 
rapper Lil Twist on a song entitled 
Twerk. 
The song was posted to YouTube last Wednesday 
August 28th and went viral. In its first 24 hours it 
had 400,000 views. Expect to hear about Lil Twist 
and his distinctive haircut a bit more often. Don't 
count out a revival of Kreayshawn's song Twerkin' 
or Busta Rhyme's Twerk it.
So, Katy Perry may be roaring: "I am a champion" 
and "I went from zero, to my own hero." And Lady 
Gaga may be asking her fans to give her "that thing  
that I love... the applause, applause, applause."

But Miley Cyrus is the champion getting the 
applause singing, "We can't stop. We won't stop. 
It's our party and we can do what we want to."
Guess what dance move the girls will be practicing 
at this autumn's slumber parties and doing at 
homecoming if they can get away with it.

Andy Jordan contributed to this article  
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Why Cover This?
By now you should be once again 
asking, "Why does Kairos cover 
this material?" The answer is the 
same as when we covered 
sexting, or The Hunger Games, or 
horror movies. The purpose is 
not to glorify youth culture. Nor 
is it to make parents afraid and 
want to hide their kids from a 
very toxic world. The point is 
that we live in a society that will 
blindside youth unless they are 
prepared for exactly what they 
will talk about at school, hear on 
the radio, or see on YouTube.

If parents want to know how 
much their children are exposed 
to youth culture this gives them a 
simple question to ask: "Do you 
know what twerking is?"

Then have a discussion about the 
difference between approriate 
and inappropriate dancing, or 
review Miley Cyrus' meteoric fall 
from faith and how to avoid it 
themselves. Don't miss the 
teachable moments. They may 
be ugly, but they are valuable.

Do not be afraid and don't raise 
cowards. Equip your children to 
be discerning about the world 
and strong in their faith.

Kreayshawn

Lil Twist
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